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Week Ending Friday, December 26, 1986 


The American Family 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
December 20, 1986 





My fellow Americans: 

The holiday season is a time of giftgiving 
and merrymaking; a time when millions 
help churches, synagogues, and organiza- 
tions like the Salvation Army and Toys for 
Tots provide for the less fortunate among 
us, a time when huge turkey dinners are 
cooked, parents find themselves staying up 
late wrapping toys, and children’s eyes are 
filled with more and more excitement 
every day—a time, indeed, when all the 
world seems taken up with plans and cele- 
brations and family. 

That last word, “family,” is one that I’d 
like to consider for a moment. To be sure, 
family is very much on our minds during 
the holidays, as children and grandchildren, 
parents-and grandparents, gather to share 
the happiness of the season. We know how 
good it feels to be with our families—how it 
warms and comforts us, how it gives us 
strengh and joy. But I wonder whether we 
always give our families all the appreciation 
they deserve. 

Consider, for example, that the philoso- 
pher-historians Will and Ariel Durant called 
the family “the nucleus of civilization.” 
They understood that all those aspects of 
civilized life that we most deeply cherish— 
freedom, the rule of law, economic prosper- 
ity and opportunity—that all these depend 
upon the strength and integrity of the 
family. If you think about it, you'll see that 
it’s in the family that we must all learn the 
fundamental lesson of life—right and 
wrong, respect for others, self-discipline, 
the importance of knowledge, and, yes, a 
sense of our own self-worth. All of our lives, 
it’s the love of our families that sustains us 
when times are hard. And it is perhaps 
above all to provide for our children that 
we work and save. 


Some have suggested that in today’s 
world, the family has somehow become less 
important. Well, I can’t help thinking just 
the opposite: that when so much around us 
is whispering the little lie that we should 
live only for the moment and for ourselves, 
it’s more important than ever for our fami- 
lies to affirm an older and more lasting set 
of values. Yet, for all that, in recent decades 
the American family has come under virtual 
attack. It has lost authority to government 
rulewriters. It has seen its central role in 
the education of young people narrowed 
and distorted. And it’s been forced to turn 
over to big government far too many of its 
own resources in the form of taxation. 

Even so, the family today remains the 
fundamental unit of American life. But sta- 
tistics show that it has lost ground, and I 
don’t believe there’s much doubt that the 
American family could be, and should be, 
much, much stronger. Just last month, I re- 
ceived a report on this from my Working 
Group on the Family, providing recommen- 
dations for giving the family new strength. 
Our administration will be giving these rec- 
ommendations serious consideration in the 
days ahead. But for now we might all do 
well to keep our families in mind, to make 
certain that we don’t take them for grant- 
ed. For perhaps at no other time of the 
year are we able to enjoy our families so 
thoroughly or see so clearly their impor- 
tance to ourselves and our country. 

And let us remember that in the midst of 
all the happy bustle of the season there is a 
certain quietness, a certain calm: the calm 
of one still night long ago and of a family— 
father, mother, and newborn child. Listen 
for a moment to the words of the Scrip- 
tures: 

“And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them. 
And they were sore afraid. And the angel 
said unto them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I 
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bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, which 
is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you. Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.’ And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.’” 

Now, some revere Christ as just a great 
prophet. Others worship Him as the Son of 
God. But to all, this season in which we 
mark His birth is indeed a time of glad 
tidings. So, in the midst of our celebrations, 
let us remember that one holy family in a 
manger on that still night in Bethlehem so 
long ago and give renewed thanks for the 
blessings of our own families. And, yes, let 
us pray for “peace on earth, good will 
toward men.” 

Until next week, thanks for listening, God 
bless, and from the Reagan family to your 
family, Merry Christmas! 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from Camp David, MD. 


National Year of the Teacher 
National Teacher Appreciation Day 





Proclamation 5593. December 22, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


When Henry Adams wrote, “A teacher 
affects eternity; he can never tell where his 
influence stops,” he expressed a sentiment 
that any student could share. Teachers help 
us learn to read, to write, and to count— 
and how to study. By word and example, 
teachers impart moral and civic values. 
During our most formative and impression- 
able years, teachers help us understand our- 
selves and the world around us. 

Our teachers in public and private 
schools, from preschool through elementa- 
ry, secondary, and beyond, deserve the 
gratitude of our Nation for their wisdom, 
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sacrifice, community service, and devotion 
to their students. Teachers prepare us for 
the future; and anyone who today works, 
dreams, imagines, creates, and contributes 
to the well-being of our country can thank 
devoted teachers who provided help, 
knowledge, and inspiration along the way. 


The memory of a very special teacher 
inspires us: Sharon Christa McAuliffe, a 
dedicated teacher who, along with the 
other crew members of CHALLENGER, 
lost her life on January 28, 1986. May all 
Americans commemorate Sharon Christa 
McAuliffe and her brave companions. May 
we also express our gratitude to everyone 
who continues the legacy of devotion and 
excellence that she and the rest of Ameri- 
ca’s teachers have given us through the 
years 


The Congress, by Public Law 99-480, has 
designated September 1986 through May 
1987 as “National Year of the Teacher” and 
January 28, 1987, as “National Teacher Ap- 
preciation Day” and authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this year and of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the school year of Septem- 
ber 1986 through May 1987 as National 
Year of the Teacher and January 28, 1987, 
as National Teacher Appreciation Day. I 
invite the Governors of every State, em- 
ployers, community leaders, school superin- 
tendents, principals, educators, students, 
parents, and all Americans to observe these 
events with appropriate educational activi- 
ties to recognize the importance of teachers 
in American schools. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and eighty-six, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:13 p.m., December 22, 1986] 
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National Day of Prayer, 1987 





Remarks on Signing Proclamation 5594. 
December 22, 1986 





I'm delighted to be able to welcome you 
as we gather for a few moments here to 
sign this proclamation declaring May 7th 
our National Day of Prayer for the coming 
year. 

No one can hold this office without notic- 
ing that prayer is something deeply woven 
into the fabric of our history, that indeed 
spiritual values are essential to the success- 
ful life of a democracy. It was George 
Washington himself who said: “Of all the 
dispositions and habits which lead to politi- 
cal prosperity, religion and morality are in- 
dispensable supports.” 

Throughout our history, our leaders have 
always turned to prayer in times of crisis. 
All of us know how George Washington 
knelt in the snow at Valley Forge to ask for 
divine assistance when the fate of our 
nation hung in the balance. Abraham Lin- 
coln issued a proclamation shortly after the 
battle of Gettysburg entreating the Nation 
to pray for “perfect enjoyment of union and 
fraternal peace.” And after the shock of 
Pearl Harbor, Franklin Roosevelt told us he 
took courage from the thought that “the 
vast majority of the members of the human 
race” joined us in a common prayer for 
victory as we fought for “liberty under 

Prayer, of course, is deeply personal. 
Many of us have been taught to pray by 
people we love. In my case, it was my 
mother. I learned quite literally at her 
knee. My mother gave me a great deal, but 
nothing she gave me was more important 
than that special gift, the knowledge of the 
happiness and solace to be gained by talk- 
ing to the Lord. 

The way we pray depends both on our 
religious convictions and our own individual 
dispositions, but the light of prayer has a 
common core. It is our hopes and our aspi- 
rations, our sorrows and fears, our deep re- 
morse and renewed resolve, our thanks and 
joyful praise, and most especially our love, 
all turned toward a loving God. The 
Talmud calls prayer the “service of the 


heart,” and St. Paul urged us to “pray with- 
out ceasing.” 

Of course, it’s important to remember 
that prayer doesn’t always mean asking God 
to give us something. Prayer can also be a 
vehicle for worship—for recognition of the 
supreme reality, the reality of God and His 
love. Worshipful prayer seems especially ap- 
propriate in this holiday season, when in 
Hanukkah we celebrate God’s faithfulness 
to the Jewish nation and in Christmas we 
mark the birth of one whom some honor as 
a great and holy prophet and others adore 
as the Son of God. Listen, if you will, for a 
moment te ‘: ~ words of the Scriptures: 

“And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men. 

Perhaps, in our own prayers we would do 
well to remember the words of the heaven- 
ly host on that one still night so long ago, 
each of us in our own way giving glory to 
God and asking in all earnestness for peace 
on Earth, and good will toward men. 

So, thank you, and God bless you all. And 
now I shall sign the proclamation. 

And, of course, you don’t have to wait 
until May 7th. [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in 


Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 


National Day of Prayer, 1987 





Proclamation 5594. December 22, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 

In 1952 the Congress of the United 
States, resuming a tradition observed by the 
Continental Congress«from 1776 to 1783 
and followed intermittently thereafter, 
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adopted a resolution calling on the Presi- 
dent to set aside and proclaim a suitable 
day each year as a National Day of Prayer. 
At the time the resolution was adopted, 
Americans were dying on the battlefield in 
Korea. More than 125,000 of our young 
men had been killed or wounded in that 
conflict, the third major war in which our 
troops were involved in a century barely 
half over. 

Members of Congress who spoke for the 
resolution made clear that they felt the 
Nation continued to face the very same 
challenges that preoccupied our Founders: 
the survival of freedom in a world frequent- 
ly hostile to human ideals and the struggle 
for faith in an age that openly doubted or 
vehemently denied the existence of the Al- 
mighty. One Senator remarked that “it 
would be timely and appropriate for the 
people of our Nation to join in this service 
of prayer in the spirit of the founding fa- 
thers who believed that God governs in the 
affairs of men and who based their Declara- 
tion of Independence upon a firm reliance 
on the protection of Divine Providence.” 

Human nature is such that times of dis- 
tress, grief, and war—or their recent 
memory—impel us to acknowledgements 
we are often too proud to make, or too 
prone to forget, in periods of peace and 
prosperity. During the Civil War Lincoln 
said that he was driven to his knees in 
prayer because he was convinced that he 
had nowhere else to go. During World War 
II, an unknown soldier in a trench in Tuni- 
sia left behind a scrap of paper with the 
verses: 


Stay with me, God. The night is dark, 
The night is cold: my little spark 

Of courage dies. The night is long; 

Be with me, God, and make me strong. 


America has lived through many a cold, 
dark night, when the cupped hands of 
prayer were our only shield against the ex- 
tinction of courage. Though that flame has 
flickered from time to time, it burns bright- 
est when we are willing, as we ought to be 
now, to turn our faces and our hearts to 
God not only at moments of personal 
danger and civil strife, but in the full flower 
of the liberty, peace, and abundance that 
He has showered upon us. 
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Indeed, the true meaning of our entire 
history as a Nation can scarcely be glimpsed 
without some notion of the importance of 
prayer, our Declaration of Dependence on 
God’s favor on this unfinished enterprise we 
call America. Our land today is more di- 
verse than ever, our citizens come from 
nearly every nation on Earth, and the varie- 
ty of religious traditions that have found 
welcome here has never been greater. On 
our National Day of Prayer, then, we join 
together as people of many faiths to peti- 
tion God to show us His mercy and His 
love, to heal our weariness and uphold our 
hope, that we might live ever mindful of 
His justice and thankful for His blessing. 

By joint resolution of the Congress ap- 
proved April 17, 1952, the recognition of a 
particular day set aside each year as a Na- 
tional Day of Prayer has become a cher- 
ished national tradition. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 7, 1987, as a National 
Day of Prayer. I call upon the citizens of 
this great Nation to gather together on that 
day in homes and places of worship to pray, 
each after his or her own manner, for unity 
of the hearts of all mankind. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and eighty-six, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:14 p.m., December 22, 1986] 


United Nations Reforms 





Statement by the President. 
December 22, 1986 





On December 19 the United Nations 
General Assembly took an historic step to 
adopt sweeping reforms of its organization 
and methods of operation. These reforms 
are designed to strengthen the organiza- 
tion’s effectiveness and efficiency in carry- 
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ing out its important political, economic, 
and social objectives. Our success in reach- 
ing this agreement reflects the recognition 
by all member States of the need to restore 
and strengthen that capability in order for 
the United Nations to fulfill the promise of 
its founding principles and continue to act 
as a force for international peace, freedom, 
and progress. 

With the support of Congress, my admin- 
istration has long advocated such reforms, 
so we are very pleased that these measures 
have finally been adopted. I am particularly 
gratified that the reforms include agree- 
ment to use consensus in deciding on 
budget levels and program priorities. This 
new procedure will assure broad-based sup- 
port for the vital programs and activities of 
the United Nations around the world. 

In my speech to the General Assembly in 
September, I spoke of the crisis of confi- 
dence that was facing the United Nations 
and urged the member States to seize the 
moment to turn the rhetoric of reform into 
reality in order to secure the future of the 
United Nations. And I said that if the neces- 
sary reforms were adopted, the United 
States, “which has always given the U.N. 
generous support, will continue to play a 
leading role_in the effort to achieve its 
noble purposes.” The United Nations is im- 
portant to the United States, and we are 
committed to working closely with other 
member States and with the Secretary-Gen- 
eral to see that the reforms are faithfully 
implemented and to secure the organiza- 
tion’s future. 


Designation of Federal Holiday 





Executive Order 12577. December 22, 1986 





CLOSING OF GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
AND AGENCIES ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 
1986 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. All Executive departments and 
agencies shall be closed and their employ- 
ees excused from duty on Friday, Decem- 


ber 26, 1986, the day following Christmas 
Day, except as provided in Section 2 below. 

Sec. 2. The heads of Executive depart- 
ments and agencies may determine that 
certain offices and installations of their or- 
ganizations, or parts thereof, must remain 
open and that certain employees must 
report for duty on December 26, 1986, for 
reasons of national security or defense or 
for other public reasons. 

Sec. 3. Friday, December 26, 1986, shall 
be considered as falling within the scope of 
Executive Order No. 11582 and of 5 U.S.C. 
5546 and 6103(b) and other similar statutes 
insofar as they relate to the pay and leave 
of employees of the United States. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
December 22, 1986. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:30 a.m., December 23, 1986] 


National White House Conference on 
Small Business 





Remarks on Receiving the Conference’s Re- 
port. December 23, 1986 





Thank you all very much. You make me 
think I ought to do an encore before I start. 
[Laughter] 

Well, before getting to the business at 
hand, I'd like to take a couple of minutes, if 
I could, and talk with you about Iran. 
You’ve probably heard some mention of 
that, I believe, lately. [Laughter] More than 
a month ago, when our initiative came to 
light, I shared with the American people 
why I’d made the decision to renew contact 
with Iran. And since we discovered the pos- 
sible diversion of funds, I’ve worked to find 
out all the facts and make them known to 
the American people. I’ve met with con- 
gressional leaders, appointed a Special 
Review Board to look into NSC [National 
Security Council] staff procedures, urged 
the appointment of an Independent Coun- 
sel, asked Congress to have a coordinated 
inquiry and to grant limited immunity to 
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key witnesses, in an effort to move quickly 
to learn the whole story. I’ve taken all of 
these steps to find out the facts and to fix 
what went wrong and to determine wheth- 
er the law has been violated. And I really 
mean, when all of these indications that 
maybe I know more than I’m talking 
about—I’m trying to find out, too, what 
happened. 

Until Admiral Poindexter and Colonel 
North make public disclosure of the facts, 
the American people will not know the full 
story of what happened in the Iran arms 
sales matter or the alleged diversion of 
funds to the contras. However, that doesn’t 
mean that substantial portions of the facts 
as gathered thus far cannot be made 
known. The Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence has been holding hearings for 3 
weeks. They’ve taken testimony under oath 
and have reviewed documents that were 
furnished by the National Security Council, 
the CIA, the Defense Department, and 
other executive branch departments and 
agencies. 

As the committee prepares a report of its 
findings and conclusions, I urge them to 
make that report available to me for declas- 
sification as promptly as possible. To be 
sure, that report will not have all the an- 
swers, but it will be the most complete 
statement available. And I call on the com- 
mittee to release it so the American people 
can judge for themselves. 

Government must go on, and I pledge to 
the American people that I will continue to 
do everything possible to get to the bottom 
of this matter. I also pledge that I'll contin- 
ue to fight for a safer world, for more jobs, 
for a growing economy, and for all the 
other issues important to the American 
people. We can get to the bottom of the 
issue on Iran. We can continue to move 
ahead on the critical issues before us. The 
Congress can do the same. And in a spirit of 
cooperation and working together, we can 
achieve both. 

Now with that said, let me just say that I 
appreciate this opportunity to speak with 
you again and to personally receive your 
report, the report of the White House Con- 
ference on Small Business. 

The last time we met in August I remind- 
ed you of my first small business venture— 
renting out a canoe for 35 cents an hour on 
the Rock River back in Dixon, Illinois, 
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where I was lifeguarding. Contrary to what 
some of my young staffers may have 
thought when I said that, I want to clear 
the record now. I was not outfitting the 
Lewis and Clark expedition. [Laughter] It 
was, however, many years ago. Growing up 
in America in those days and watching the 
changes that have taken place—it’s given 
me a perspective that has served me well 
these last few years. The changes, however, 
are perhaps not as significant as the con- 
stants—the things that have been part of 
the American character since long before I 
was on the scene. From the first days of our 
republic, and perhaps before, a spirit of en- 
terprise was ap)arent in our land. Alexis de 
Tocqueville, a young Frenchman who 
toured our young country 150 years ago, 
wrote about it. “America,” he said, “is a 
land of wonders, in which everything is in 
constant motion and every change seems an 
improvement.” He wrote, “No natural 
boundary seems to be set to the efforts of 
man; and in his eyes what is not yet done is 
only what he has yet attempted to do.” This 
daring, unabashed willingness to tackle new 
challenges, this can-do mentality from 
which innovation springs, has been at the 
heart of American progress. 

More significant to our natural well-being 
than our treasure of natural resources or 
our vast expanses of land, today it is you 
and the small business men and women you 
represent who are the champions of enter- 
prise on which our country truly depends. 
Today 47 percent of the private sector 
work force is employed by firms with less 
than 500 employees. In the past 8 years, 
small business has generated nearly two- 
thirds of the net new jobs in our country. 
And it’s in small companies where so much 
of the job training is done, taking in two- 
thirds of the new entrants into the work 
force. You play and will continue to play a 
vital, indispensable role in our economy. If 
the United States is to remain competitive, 
to remain prosperous, to remain an eco- 
nomic leader among the nations, the inge- 
nuity, efficiency, and creativity of small 
business and individual enterprise must be 

The competition we face in the world 
marketplace will not go away. The chal- 
lenge is real, and it’s not going to be met by 
schemes, gimmicks, or shortsighted protec- 
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tionism. There’s only one answer. It’s about 
time we rolled up our sleeves and make up 
our mind that America, simply put, is going 
to beat the competition. Now, as I say, that 
depends so much on you and those others 
like you in the 15 million nonfarm small 
businesses throughout our country. Healthy, 
robust small business and keeping America 
out front are one and the same goal. 

As I told you last August, an active Small 
Business Administration, a lean and mean 
SBA, will continue to play a role in our 
administration even in these times of 
budget restraint. Today it’s my pleasure to 
announce that I intend to nominate as new 
Administrator for the Small Business Ad- 
ministration an individual who knows small 
business and knows the Nation’s Capital. 
He’s served in the United States Senate, 
and through his leadership, hard work, and 
human concern has earned the respect of 
everyone who knows him. I’m talking about 
Senator Jim Abdnor of South Dakota, and it 
will be an honor to have him aboard. 

Together, we’re going to ensure that 
small business men and women have a 
strong voice in the Nation’s Capital. I know 
your report, which I received today, is 
aimed at doing just that. I look forward to 
using your report in working with Congress. 
I'd been told that high on the list of your 
concerns is the sad state of liability insur- 
ance—a festering problem that’s crying out 
for action. The liability system is broken; it 
needs to be fixed. And I pledge in the up- 
coming 100th Congress I'll work with you 
and the Congress to fix it and remove this 
cloud that’s smothering some of America’s 
most productive and enterprising citizens. 

I look forward to reviewing your other 
recommendations and following through 
where possible. You can certainly count on 
our administration, for example, to fight 
and—if we stand together—beat back at- 
tempts to shackle and overregulate you, 
which I understand is also one of the items 
that you listed. One of the greatest 
strengths of our economic system lies in 
your ability to make decisions, your flexibil- 
ity especially when it comes to contracts 
and conditions of employment. No one 
should miss the meaning of what’s happen- 
ing in Europe—or maybe I should say 
what’s not happening in Europe. There, 
government has so burdened business with 


restrictions, guidelines, and obligations that 
in recent years the job picture has re- 
mained stagnant—virtually no growth in 
the number of jobs in those, our trading 
partners. 

In the United States over 12 million jobs 
have been created just since the current 
recovery began. This, again, points to the 
fundamental truth that the best thing gov- 
ernment can do for the people and for busi- 
ness is simply get its hands out of your 
pockets, get out of your way, and let you 
get on with doing what you do best. 

You know, I don’t remember whether I 
told you this in August or not. Sometimes 
government reminds me of the lady who 
ran a pretzel stand just outside an office 
building—and if I’ve told you this before, 
just forgive me. You know, life begins at 40, 
and so does the tendency to tell stories over 
and over again. [Laughter] Every day a 
fellow who was in that office building 
would stop by her stand, and he’d put a 
quarter in her plate. And he never took a 
pretzel. And every day, the same thing— 
he’d put the quarter on the plate, go into 
the building, and never take the pretzel. 
And then one day he put a quarter on the 
plate, and she grabbed him by the arm. He 
said, “You probably want to know why I’ve 
been putting 25 cents on your plate every 
day for the last year and have never taken a 
pretzel.” And she said, “No, I just wanted 
to tell you pretzels are 35 cents now.” 
[Laughter] 

Seriously, though, keeping our economy 
growing and the number of jobs increasing 
continues to be a top priority of our admin- 
istration. And I want each of you to know 
that your role in achieving this goal is not 
taken for granted, not by a long shot. I 
thank you for the part you’re playing in 
keeping our economy healthy and expand- 
ing, and thanks also for your part in prepar- 
ing this report. 

I’ve 2 years left in the job, and your effort 
will certainly help me set the priorities of 
what needs to be done. And now I think it’s 
time to get the report. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:52 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 
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Dec. 23 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 


Small Business Administration 





Nomination of James Abdnor To Be 
Administrator. December 23, 1986 





The President announced his intention to 
nominate Senator James Abdnor as Admin- 
istrator of the Small Business Administra- 
tion. He will succeed James C. Sanders. 


Senator Abdnor serves in the United 
States Senate and will until January 6, 1987. 
He took office in 1981. During his tenure in 
the Senate he has served on the Appropria- 
tions Committee and several subcommit- 
tees. He has served as chairman of both the 
General and Water Resources Subcommit- 
tees and was vice chairman of the Joint 
Economic Committee. Previously, he 
served in the House of Representatives, 
1972-1980; was Lieutenant Governor for 
the State of South Dakota, 1968-1970; and 
was a member of the South Dakota State 
Senate, 1956-1967. 


Senator Abdnor graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska (B.S., 1945). He was 
born February 13, 1923, in Kennebec, SD, 
and resides in Falls Church, VA. 


Continuation of Libyan Emergency 





Notice of December 23, 1986 





On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order 
No. 12543, I declared a national emergency 
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States constituted by 
the actions and policies of the Government 
of Libya. On January 8, 1986, by Executive 
Order No. 12544, I took additional meas- 
ures to block Libyan assets in the United 
States. Because the Government of Libya 
has continued its actions and policies in sup- 
port of international terrorism, the national 
emergency declared on January 7, 1986, 
and the measures adopted on January 7 and 
January 8, 1986, to deal with that emergen- 
cy, must continue in effect beyond January 
7, 1987. Therefore, in accordance with Sec- 
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tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the na- 
tional emergency with respect to Libya. 
This notice shall be published in the Federal 
Register and transmitted to the Congress. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
December 23, 1986. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:06 p.m., December 23, 1986] 


Note: The notice is printed in the Federal 
Register of December 29. 


Continuation of Libyan Emergency 





Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
President of the Senate. 
December 23, 1986 





Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 


Section 202(d) of the National Emergen- 
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the 
automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergen- 
cy is to continue in effect beyond the anni- 
versary date. In accordance with this provi- 
sion, I have sent the enclosed notice, stating 
that the Libyan emergency is to continue in 
effect beyond January 7, 1987, to the Feder- 
al Register for publication. 


The crisis between the United States and 
Libya that led to my January 7, 1986, decla- 
ration of a national emergency has not been 
resolved. The Government of Libya contin- 
ues to use and support international terror- 
ism, in violation of international law and 
minimum standards of human behavior. 
Such Libyan actions and policies pose a con- 
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and vital foreign policy 
interests of the United States. For these rea- 
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to maintain in force the broad authorities 








necessary to apply economic pressure to the 

Government of Libya to reduce its ability 

to support international terrorism. 
Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr., Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and George 
Bush, President of the Senate. 


Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Saturday, October 18, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. The first session of the 
100th Congress will convene on January 6, 
1987. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





December 21 
The President returned to the White 


House following a weekend stay at Camp 
David, MD. 


December 22 

The President met at the White House 
with members of the White House staff. 

In an Oval Office ceremony, the Presi- 
dent was presented with a menorah by rep- 
resentatives of the American Friends of Lu- 
bavitch. 


December 23 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—the Domestic Policy Council, to discuss 
catastrophic illness insurance. 


December 24 

In the morning, the President telephoned 
several members of the armed services on 
duty on Christmas Day to express his appre- 
ciation for their service to the Nation. 


Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released December 22 


Fact sheet: 


Executive order designating December 26, 
1986, a Federal holiday 


Released December 23 


Announcement: 

Correction of the December 15 fact sheet 
entitled “Comprehensive Review of Feder- 
al Regulatory Programs” 


Fact sheet: 
Presidential Citizens Medal 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the second session of the 99th Con- 
gress on November 17. 
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